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We         Our Members
Valentine’s Day is just around the corner, and here at Pee 
Dee Electric we love serving you, our members. As a lo-
cal, not-for-profit electric cooperative, we are focused on 
both powering and empowering our members, just as we 
have been since we were built by our local community 
less than a century ago. 

Awareness 
Committee 
Scholarships
College scholarships 
are offered through 
the Pee Dee Electric 
Awareness Commit-
tee. These scholar-
ships are awarded 
to students who 
are served by Pee 
Dee Electric, North 
Carolina. Visit our 
webpage for more 
information. To demonstrate just how 

powerful the coopera-
tive difference can be, 

we recently had the op-
portunity to sit down with 
Pee Dee Electric member 
Burl Hathcock to discuss 
his memories of when his 
home first received electricity 
through our cooperative and 
how it dramatically improved 
his family’s daily life.

Power to Change Lives
Moving from Davie to rural 
Stanly County in December 
1946, Burl and his family 
were used to life without 
electricity. The Hathcock 
family moved to operate a 
dairy farm in the Cottonville 
area of Stanly County, the 
farm that he still calls home. 
Within the next year, com-
munity members had begun 
to collect the $5 membership 

dues to bring power to the 
area. Pee Dee Electric line-
men began to dig holes and 
place poles manually, using 
mules to pull the wire to the 
barns and houses. 

“Farmers did not want 
poles in the middle of their 
fields,” Burl remembers. 
“They eventually saw the 
benefit and agreed to let the 
co-op install lines. Some of 
those poles have been there 
since 1947.”

In October 1947, the Ha-
thcock home was ready to flip 
the switch. 

“I remember my sister 
and me running from room to 
room, cutting on the lights,” 
Burl said. “There was only 
one bulb in each room, but 
it was a wonderful feeling.” 
Burl says that his father’s first 
power bill was around $3.50.

In 1950, the family in-

stalled a well pump and a hot 
water heater. Before the hot 
water heater, water was heat-
ed on the stove and brought 
to the washing machine. 

Burl took over the farm 
from his father in 1957. He 
and his wife Helen raised 
their children there, and Burl 
still lives on the farm today. 

Commitment to Members
While things have changed 
since Pee Dee Electric was 
formed in 1938, our commit-
ment to our members has 
remained the same. Below  
are just a few of the ways we 

Pee Dee Electric member Burl Hathcock 
sat down with us to discuss the day his 
home received power.

continued on page 23
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Find Ways to Save with  
Co-op Energy Efficiency Programs
As a member of Pee Dee Electric, you are in a unique position to take advantage of energy 
efficiency programs offered by your co-op. Because we are a not-for-profit organization, our 
goal is to provide safe, reliable power at the most affordable price for our members. This 
means helping you save money on your monthly electric bill.

CEO’S COMMENTS Donnie Spivey, CEO and Executive Vice President

For Pee Dee Electric members, a reduction 
in energy use usually translates to a tangible 
financial benefit—more money in your wallet 

at the end of the month. For many, this is reason 
enough to strive for greater energy efficiency. 

Basic energy efficiency practices, like caulking 
around windows and doors, turning off lights when 
you leave the room 
and using a program-
mable thermostat, are 
great ways to start 
saving. 

Members can 
also monitor their 
energy use by 
downloading the 
PeeDeePower app 
or logging in to our 
website to view daily 
and weekly usage 
reports. By using this 
free service, you can 
keep tabs on when 
your energy use is 
high, what times use the most electricity and other 
details about your energy use. This information is 
available at your fingertips and will help you to keep 
energy savings a priority in 2020.

Leveraging smart thermostat technology is 
another good way to monitor energy efficiency. Most 
smart thermostats contain an app allowing remote 

control by mobile phone or tablet. Program your 
thermostat to reflect your family’s schedule. Many 
thermostat programs allow you to view and edit your 
thermostat schedule and monitor the amount of 
energy used. 

Pee Dee Electric also offers free home energy 
visits. Our energy advisor, Todd Moore, can visit your 

location to make 
recommendations to 
improve your energy 
efficiency. He can tell 
you more about the 
latest technologies 
for heating, cooling 
and lighting in a 
home, including heat 
pumps, LED lights 
and more.

Pee Dee Electric 
is proud to offer these 
energy efficiency 
programs for you, 
our members. As 
you can see, there 

are many ways to save, and we want to be your trusted 
energy resource. To find out more about energy  
efficiency programs and tips, contact Pee Dee Electric 
at 1-800-992-1626 or visit pdemc.com.
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continue to demonstrate the cooperative differ-
ence to our membership:

Capital Credits: Because Pee Dee Electric 
belongs to the communities we serve, we share 
profits back with the people we serve. These 
“capital credits” are one of the tangible benefits of 
being a member of an electric co-op, and a big part 
of what makes us different from other utilities that 
generate profits for shareholders.

Energy Savings: To help our members man-
age their energy use and budget, we provide tools 
and services that give you more control and more 
information. See how programs like our PrePay 

service, the PeeDeePower App and high-usage 
alerts can work for you. We also offer efficiency 
tips, energy audits and other resources aimed at 
helping you save both energy and money.

Concern for Community: From support-
ing teachers and students with our Bright Ideas 
education grants to boosting economic develop-
ment and giving back to local organizations, Pee 
Dee Electric is committed to strengthening the 
communities we call home and building a brighter 
future for everyone.

To learn more, visit pdemc.com.

continued from page 21

Four Tips for Winter Safety
It’s no surprise that winter months bring increased potential for fire risks and electrical 
safety hazards. This makes sense because during the coldest months, consumers are 
using additional electrical devices and appliances, like space heaters, electric blankets 
and portable generators. 

The National Fire Protection Association 
estimates that 47,700 home fires occur each 
year in the U.S. due to electrical failure or 

malfunction. These fires result in 418 deaths, 
1,570 injuries and $1.4 billion in property dam-
age annually. This winter, safeguard your loved 
ones and your home with these electrical safety 
tips from the Electrical Safety Foundation 
International. 

 � Don’t overload outlets. Overloaded outlets are a 
major cause of residential fires. Avoid using 
extension cords or multi-outlet converters 
for appliance connections––they should be 
plugged directly into a wall outlet. If you’re 
relying heavily on extension cords in general, 
you may need additional outlets to address 
your needs. Contact a qualified electrician to 
inspect your home and add new outlets. 

 � Never leave space heaters unattended. If you’re using 
a space heater, turn if off before leaving the 
room. Make sure heaters are placed at least 
three feet away from flammable items. It 
should also be noted that space heaters take a 
toll on your energy bills. If you’re using them 
throughout your home, it may be time to 
upgrade your home heating system. 

 � Inspect heating pads and electric blankets. These 
items cause nearly 500 fires every year. Elec-
tric blankets that are more than 10 years old 
create additional risks for a fire hazard. Inspect 
your electric blankets and heating pads – look 
for dark, charred or frayed spots, and make 
sure the electrical cord is not damaged. Do not 
place any items on top of a heating pad or elec-
tric blanket, and never fold them when in use. 

 � Use portable generators safely. Unfortunately, 
winter storms can cause prolonged power 
outages, which means many consumers will 
use portable generators to power their homes. 
Never connect a standby generator into your 
home’s electrical system. For portable genera-
tors, plug appliances directly into the outlet 
provided on the generator. Start the generator 
first, before you plug in appliances. Run it in a 
well-ventilated area outside your home. The 
carbon monoxide it generates is deadly, so 
keep it away from your garage, doors, win-
dows and vents.

Check out the Pee Dee Elecic website,  
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter for more 
energy efficiency tips and tricks! 
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Co-op 
Connections 
Spotlight
E.E. VunCannons 
in Ellerbe offers 
Pee Dee Electric 
members 15% off 
Carhartt clothing and 
boots, Georgia boots, 
or Irish Setter boots.

Apply for a Touchstone Energy  
Basketball Camp Scholarship and  
Attend Camp for Free this Summer!
Parents, do you have a middle schooler who loves  
basketball and wants to gain experience training 
alongside real college basketball players and  
coaches? We have great news for you!

Pee Dee Electric is now accepting applications for full 
scholarships to basketball camps at two North Caro-
lina universities this summer. Young men can apply 

for a scholarship to attend the Roy Williams Basketball 
Camp at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, and young women can apply for a spot at the 
Wolfpack Women’s Basketball Camp held at North 
Carolina State University in Raleigh. 

To apply, students must be a rising sixth, sev-
enth or eighth grade student at a qualifying school.  
Applicants will be judged on their academics,  
extracurricular activities and an essay. The applica-
tion period begins in January and applications must  
be submitted by March 31. To learn more and apply,  
visit ncelectriccooperatives.com/sports-camps.


